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Continuing the discussion on student-

centered learning; in the past two weeks 
several teachers have asked what we 
should see in a student-centered learning 
classroom.  Taken from author Emily 
Leibtag, she suggests 8 things to look for 
in a student-centered classroom.  It is very 
much what we are looking for in our 
MoValley classrooms. 

1] High degree of student 
engagement, challenge, enthusiasm, 
and joy.  One of the goals of creating a 
student-centered environment should be 
to make learning joyful, challenging, and 
engaging.  We are seeing more of this at 
MoValley, but we have a ways to go.   

2] Students know what they are 
learning and why. Every time I enter the 
classroom as a superintendent, I find time 
to ask the students what they are doing, 
how they are doing it, and why do they 
think it is important.  Students always 
know what, but seldom can explain why.  

3] Blend of individual, collaborative, 
small group, and large group work. Best 
practices for improving student learning 
and achievement show students all should 
rotate between differentiated groups, 
stations, centers, and one-on-one 
instruction with their teacher.  Our recent 
curriculum audit pointed this out, as well. 

4] Students use personalized 
technology to produce as well as 
consume.   This very notion has been the 
driving force behind our 1:1 Chromebook 
program, adding devices to the 
elementary school, and the purchase of 
GoMath and Benchmark Literacy.  They all 
have individual technology components 
where students learn and produce. 

5] Students have some opportunity 
to work at their own pace and explore 
their own interests. This directly connects 
to our differentiation focus for the past 4 
years!  

6] Students are doing the bulk of the 
work and the talking.  This idea was 
pointed out in our Math audit and is 
something we have to get better at.  
Teachers need to release the learning to 
the students sooner in every classroom.  
Our staff still solves most of the problems, 
does most of the talking, and students do 
not engage well in that format. 

7] There are multiple forms of 
assessment, feedback and 
demonstrations of learning.  Students 
should get individual feedback on both 
academic and social and emotional goals. 
They should hear group feedback based on 
projects and activities. 
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DISTRICT NEWS 
[Top] Mr. Simone holds his science class in the 
Collaboration Center, taking advantage of the 
small group open collaborative spaces. [Bottom] 
Mr. Fye speaks to the 8th Grade Career Class 
about his position, training, and the importance of 
academics. 

 

Student-Centered Learning Focus 
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News  

& Notes 

 
Upcoming Events & Activities 

Black Knight Pride! 

Miss Freeberg joined our 3rd Grade team as an ELA 
teacher after spending last year as our permanent district 
substitute.  She is a graduate of Clarion University in early 
childhood education, and minored in both special education 
and coaching.  It is her desire to, “help my students become 
successful independent problem solvers, strong readers, and 
great writers.”   In addition to teacher, Miss Freeberg is the 
girls’ junior high assistant soccer coach.  “My goal is to help 
our athletes grow into active leaders, and a collaborative 
team that gives 100% effort on and off the field,” she 
added.  “I am very excited about starting my journey here at 
Moshannon Valley!” she stated, and we welcome her. 

Teacher Meetings Started… 
This week individual teacher meetings began.  

I have met with 40 elementary teachers and will 
meet with 30 high school teachers beginning 
September 26.  I have been impressed with 
answers to the guiding questions about each 
member’s vision for Moshannon Valley’s future, 
encouraged by the many things teachers are 
doing or plan to do to move us in that direction, 
and welcome the opportunity to see how the 
District can help support our professional staff 
and work to eliminate what teachers feel are 
barriers to their success. 
 
Trauma-Sensitive Classrooms… 

Kristin Souers will return to  
Moshannon Valley on October 
 14, the training session will be 
 titled Trauma-Invested  
Practices to Meet Students’ 
Needs and builds on the  
Trauma-sensitive classroom  
training from June.  The focus will be on the 
three R’s; Relationship, Responsibility, and 
Regulation.  Her first session was outstanding, 
and we are looking forward to her return! 
 

 September 21: Homecoming 
 September 25: Mid-term Progress Reports 
 October 14: Kristin Souers Trauma-Sensitive 

Classroom Training 
 October 18: Football Senior Night 

 
 

Student-Centered Learning Cont… 
8] Instruction, culture, and environment reflect student success and include 

student and staff diversity.  The halls and walls should be covered with student 
artwork, displays and messages of empowerment, and include the message that 
diversity is a strength. The author suggests, students need to see themselves in their 
learning space and their strengths highlighted throughout their learning day and in the 
physical school environment (Leibtag, 2017).  We know this to be true, everyone likes 
seeing the fruits of their labor put on display.  As a matter of fact, it is one of the 
reasons the Superintendent’s Newsletter exists, to highlight the wonderful work going 
on in our classrooms for other staff members to see who may not have been aware. 

I appreciate the questions and conversations around this topic since the last 
newsletter.  I am seeing teachers constantly thinking about how we can improve the 
support for our students, so they can reach their potential.  Creating student-centered 
classrooms continues the direction the District has been moving with our 
differentiation focus, trauma-sensitive training, Second Step SEL program, and 
curricular changes like GoMath and Benchmark Literacy.  We just keep moving forward. 

[Left] Mrs. Wagner with her support of National Read A Book Day.  [Right] The first Cross 
Country team in school history competed on September 1oth going 1-1 on the day falling to 
Clearfield and beating Bald Eagle Area – Congratulations to the team!         


